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The Junior Master Gardener 
program “Literature in the 
Garden” is off to a great start. 
The Washington County 4-H 
Youth Development and the 

Washington County Free Library—Central Branch have teamed up to 
provide youth with the opportunity to explore science and literature. 
Extension Educator, Beth Nichols and  

Children’s Librarian, Catherine Hall will be teaching approximately 
25 youth each week throughout the summer.  

 In addition to the weekly classes “Catch the Reading Bug” 
Day is being held Friday, July 11th from 1 pm to 4 pm at the 
Washington County Agricultural Education center. Anyone is free to 
join us for an afternoon of bug fun including crafts, snacks, learning 
stations, bug hunting, and entertainment.  

First class held June 19th gardening basics: What P.L.A.N.T.S. Need 



Environmental 
Education Camp 

 

August 5-7, 2008 
9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 

Maryland Cooperative 
Extension Office,  

For Youth, Ages 11-14 

Registration Deadline 
July 25, 2008 

Cost: $45.00 per child                                        
$40.00 for each additional 

 There are new 4-H record book guidelines for the 2008 
 4-H year.  For the most up to date information go to the Washington 
County 4-H website at http://washington.umd.edu/4-H/index.cfm and 
click on the 4-H Record Book link on the side menu bar.   
 If you exhibit in any 4-H event, show or fair, you are 
required to complete a 4-H Project Record Book in order to show the 
following year.  Records for the 2008 4-H Year will be from January 
1- December 31, 2008.  Record Books will be due the beginning of 
February to the 4-H Office.  If you joined 4-H May 1, 2008 or 
before, you are required to do a 4-H Project Record Book and turn it 
into your 4-H Leader in January  2009.  Even if you do not complete 
a project or exhibit it on a county or state level, you should turn in a 
project record to show that your 4-H project is a work in progress. 
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If you are NOT a certified MCE volunteer and would like 
to become one and/or need First Aid and CPR training 
the Washington County 4-H Youth Development program 
will be offering both classes Saturday, September 6, 2008. 
Volunteers interested may attend the entire day of training or 
just the sessions they need. Time to be determined.  Cost for 
the First Aid and CPR training is $20.00 per person. The fee 
will cover the CPR/First Aid Manual and 
American Red Cross certification cards.    
If interested please contact Beth at the 
Extension Office.  

   

Pre-registration for each training is 
required to attend.  
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Attention 4-H Club 
Leaders, Volunteers, 

and Members: 
 

Please make sure you are 
keeping records of all club 
activities throughout the 
year.  All clubs have a 

responsibility of performing 
outreach to youth from 

diverse backgrounds and 
geographic areas of the 

county.  If you distribute 
flyers or pamphlets, be sure 
to include the Affirmative 

Action statement to let 
people know that 4-H is 
open to everyone.  The 

Affirmative Action 
statement is as follows:  

“Equal Opportunity 
Programs”.  The 4-H Office 
has promotional handouts 

available for you to 
distribute to the public. 

Are you First Aid or CPR Certified? 
& 



ANIMAL HEALTH REGULATIONS FOR THE 
WASHINGTON COUNTY AG EXPO & FAIR AND 

MARYLAND STATE FAIR 
The “Livestock Exhibitor’s Self-Certification of Animal Health” docu-

ment, will enable The Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA), Animal 
Health Section to continue improving the safety of livestock exhibited at our 
Maryland fairs and shows. This form can be found either on the reverse side of 
the 2008 MDA Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) hard copy or online 
at the MDA website. The “Livestock Exhibitor’s Self-Certification of An i-
mal Health” document shall be filled out by the owner/caretaker prior to  

loading and presented upon request to the designated fair/show 

 representative(s) or MDA Animal Health Official. This requirement ap-
plies to both Maryland and out-of-state exhibitors.  All Maryland entries ex-
cept horses and poultry must be accompanied by the 2008 Intrastate  

Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) for show. Where immunization is 
recommended or required it must be done in conformity with standard proce-
dures and practices consistent with the development of immunity PRIOR to the 
show or fair. 
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2008 Maryland State Fair 
 

The State Fair will take place August 22 - September 1, 2008.  The 4-H 
Livestock events will occur the first weekend of the State Fair, August 20th-24th.  
For the most up to date information, visit the Maryland State Fair website at: 
www.marylandstatefair.com.  Entry deadline is August 1st.  All Maryland State 
Fair 4-H entries must be entered online for exhibits/projects and livestock.  4-H 
Membership cards will be needed in order to enter.  Please print off rules and 
regulation from the online catalog as needed for your entries.  

 Each 4-Her exhibiting at the Maryland State Fair is required to have a 
signed behavioral expectations form on file at the Extension Office.  This form 
was given to all 4-H members at enrollment time.  This includes 4-H’ers  

participating on judging teams.  In addition, State Fair exhibitor release forms 
need to be returned to our office no later than July 28th for Extension Educators 
to verify eligibility.   

The consumer judging 
contest at the State Fair has 
been overhauled, updated, 
and renamed Purchase 
Power!  If you or other 
members of your club are 
interested in spending money 
wisely and getting the best 
deals on products, contact the 
4-H Office and we can send 
you an information packet 
about competing in the 
Purchase Power Contest at 
the State Fair.  The contest 
will be held from 2:00 to 
4:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
August 23, 2008.  Categories 
include fast food meals, 
digital cameras, cell phone 
plans, kitchen measuring 
equipment, identification of 
first aid products and cuts of 
meat.  The information 
packet describes each 
category, contains reference 
material, and provides 
sample contest problems for 
you to work on. 
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Swine exhibitors who will be showing at any open swine show where they will be 
selling swine must complete the National Pork Board’s “Pork Quality Assurance Plus 
Training”. There will be one regional training held on  Tuesday, August 5, 2008 from 
6:30- 8:30 pm at the Frederick County 4-H Office.  This training is not required for 
exhibitors  wishing to participate in the Washington County Ag Expo & Fair or 
Maryland State Fair. Pre-registration is required with the Frederick County 4-H Office 
at 301-600-1589 by July 28, 2008. Upon completion participants will receive their 
certification. Certificates will be checked by show officials at each event. 



AND THE MOMENT THAT WE HAVE ALL BEEN 
WAITING FOR…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s right!  The Washington County Ag Expo & Fair is here!  The fair 
will take place from July 17-24, 2008.  The deadline for 4-H online entries was 
Wednesday, June 25. 

 

This is a reminder that 4-H Home Arts exhibits will be entered on 
Thursday, July 17 from 4:30-8:00 p.m.  All 4-H Livestock entry exhibits will be 
accepted from 5:00-9:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 17 and from 7:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
on Friday, July 18.  For the most up to date information please visit 
www.agexpoandfair.org.  You can also call the Ag Expo hotline at 301-791-1404 
throughout the week of the fair for daily event information. 

Thank you to everyone that helped with Weigh-In and Tagging 
Animals for the 2008 4-H show season.  A special thanks to all of the 4-H 
Livestock Superintendents for taking the time to come set up, assist, and 
make weigh-in a learning experience for the 4-H youth.   
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The scale house will be 
available for 4-H youth to 
weigh market animals 
during the week of Ag 
Expo.  The Corbett family 
will be in charge of the 
scale house.  Daily the 
Corbett family will post 
times the scale house will 
be open.  You must sign 
up by 8 a.m. the day you 
wish to weigh in animals.   

 

The scale house needs to 
stay clean.  If you use it, 
you are responsible for 
sweeping, removing any 
manure, hosing the scale 
down, and sanitizing the 
scale with bleach water.  
If everyone follows this 
procedure the scale house 
will be kept as sanitary as 
possible and help 
eliminate any future 
biosecurity hazards. 
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All livestock exhibitors will need to check in with their livestock 
superintendent prior to taking animals off the trailer.  All livestock and health 
papers will need to be checked prior to animals exiting the trailers.  Please make 
sure that your self-certification form on page two of your Certification of 
Veterinary Inspection form (health papers) is complete. 

 

All Livestock Exhibitors are required to attend the 4-H/FFA Animal 
Exhibitors’ Orientation at 4:30 p.m. on Friday, July 18 in the main show ring.  
We will be talking about the Animal Science Code of Ethics, Behavior 
Expectations, overnight procedures for spending the night, weigh in procedures, 
and scale house usage throughout the week of Ag Expo.  This meeting will 
provide important information about the fair.  Attendance is MANDATORY!!! 



STAYING OVERNIGHT IN THE 
BARNS  

 

Only 4-H/FFA exhibitors, their parents and MCE 
volunteers are allowed to apply for permission to stay 
overnight or be present in the barns.  All persons, 
regardless of age or purpose in the barns, are expected to abide by the Rules & 
Guidelines presented in the documents “Maryland 4-H Behavioral 
Expectations” and “Maryland 4-H Disciplinary Policy And Procedures”. 
Staying overnight is a privilege and not a right.  

All 4-H Exhibitors regardless of their age must be chaperoned by an 
adult who is at least 21 years old and an MCE Volunteer. Parents/Guardians 
may choose to chaperone their own children. One adult may chaperone a 
maximum of 10 youth. Chaperones must remain in the barns from 11pm - 6am 
each night they are a chaperoning. The fair and/or 4-H will not assume any 
liability for personal injury or damage to personal property of exhibitors/
chaperones staying in the barns.  

 

Procedure for Obtaining Permission to Stay Overnight:  

 Parents/Guardians must complete the “Fair 4-H Overnight Permission 
Form” that can be downloaded from: http://www.maryland4h.org/Faculty%
20and%20Staff/Forms,%20Documents%20and%20Certificates/
Fair4HOvernight4-H_493.pdf  or picked up from the Extension Office. 

 Exhibitors must bring the signed form to their livestock superintendent  

PRIOR TO 10 P.M. on the first night of their stay. Chaperones will be 
required to sign and enforce the “Maryland 4-H Disciplinary Policy and 
Procedures”. For the Washington County Ag Expo & Fair forms need to be 
returned to one of the 4-H Youth Development Educators.  

Are you a good speaker?  If you are, then 
consider being an announcer for the 2008 
Washington County Ag Expo and Fair.  We are 
looking for announcers to announce the different 
livestock shows throughout the week.  This would be 
a great opportunity for 4-H Youth to do public 
speaking and encourage other 4-H youth that are 
showing.  If interested, please contact Shannon by Friday, July 11, 2008. 
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� ��� State  
Communication 
Opportunity for  

4-H Youth 
 

Do you want to share what 
you have learned in 4-H with 

others and participate in a 
state level communication 

event?  The Maryland State 
Fair is asking 4-H members 
to do demonstrations and 
visual presentations on the 
stage in the 4-H building at 
the State Fairgrounds.  The 
presentations can be about 
any 4-H project or topic on 

which you are 
knowledgeable.  This is a 
way for you to share your 

expertise with people from all 
over Maryland who visit the 

fair.  Interested?  Contact 
Shannon to get help in 

signing up for a time slot 
during the State Fair. 

Washington County 4-H Invites 
You to Share an Evening of Fun 

and Fireworks with the  

 

 
 

Hagerstown Suns 

Saturday, August 9, 2008            
at 7:05 pm 

Tickets must be pre-purchased 
from the 4-H office for only 

$5.00. 

Purchase Deadline                     
July 11, 2008 

For more information please visit: 

www.washington.umd.edu 



      
WASHINGTON COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION      

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND     Non Profit Organization 
7303 Sharpsburg Pike     U.S. Postage Paid 
Boonsboro, MD  21713     Fairplay, MD  21733 

     Permit #2 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS      

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE $300      

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Beth Bubacz Nichols    Shannon Sturtz 
Extension Educator,    Extension Educator, 
4-H Youth Development    4-H Youth Development 
                                    Diane Woodring 
         Administrative Assistant 

 Phone: 301-791-1404 
Fax:     301-791-1048 

         Email:  

       bnichols@umd.edu 
        ssturtz@umd.edu        

dwoodrin@umd.edu@umd.edu 
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"Making the Best Better" 

Washington County Agricultural 
Education Center 

7303 Sharpsburg Pike 
Boonsboro  MD  21713 
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JULY 2008 
July 4:  Office Closed:  Independence Day 

July 5:  Washington County Holstein Show @ Agricultural Education Center 

July 17:  Ag Expo Home Arts and Livestock Entries 4:30-8:00 pm 

July 18-24:  Washington County Ag Expo & Fair, Agricultural Education Center 

July 25:  Ag Expo Clean up Day 

July 25:  Environmental Education Day Camp Registration Due to Beth by 4:00 p.m. 

AUGUST 2008 
August 1:  Maryland State Fair Entries due online 

August 5-7:  Environmental Education Day Camp 

August 9: 4-H Night at the Hagerstown Suns, Suns Stadium, Hagerstown- 7:05p.m. game time 

August 18:  Ag Expo Fair Board Meeting- 7:30 p.m. @ MCE Office- Washington County 

August 21-24: State Fair Horse Show, Maryland State Fair, Timonium, Maryland 

August 21-September 1: Maryland State Fair, Timonium, Maryland  

August 30:  Livestock Judging- 8:00 a.m. @ Maryland State Fair 

August 30:  State 4-H Dairy Judging Contest- 8:00 a.m. @ Maryland State Fair, Timonium, MD 

August 31:  Dairy Bowl Buzz-Off for State Team @ University of Maryland, College Park 


